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September, 2016 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians of Our Middle School Students: 
 
Over the past few years, the Middle School has made a concerted effort to address bullying 
and relational aggression so that we can continue to provide our students with a safe 
learning environment. Examples of our initiatives include: team building activities, grade 
level assemblies, “respect” projects, special programs and lunch groups for students led by 
our counselors, psychologist and social worker, as well as an internet safety curriculum and 
programs on cyber bullying. 
 
We are encouraged by the response from our entire school community--parents, faculty 
and students alike, as we continue this partnership to address the social and emotional 
needs of our Roslyn Middle School students. Our Social & Emotional Learning (SEL) 
initiative continues to move forward. We have developed a mission statement for our 
school and are incorporating SEL concepts in our curriculum, in multiple subject areas 
through this year’s school-wide reading project – The Circuit. 
 
Ten years ago the Ophelia Project, a non-profit group whose mission is to promote positive 
“emotional climate” changes in schools and communities, was commissioned to evaluate 
all of Roslyn’s schools. They were supportive and complimentary about the many programs 
we have in place, but pointed out that there are challenges which we, along with most 
middle schools dealing with this complex age group, still face. 
 
Representatives of the Ophelia Project facilitated focus groups of students, faculty and 
parents. They happened to be in the Middle School on a Monday following a weekend 
distribution of party favors. They commented on observing a “sea” of children with identical 
sweatshirts. Students freely discussed the party favor issue, along with many other topics. 
The “excluded” students (those who were not present at the weekend events) related 
feelings of isolation and rejection. Many of the “included” students stated that they were 
also uncomfortable with the situation. Subsequently, counselors and teachers related 
incidents of students who could not face their classmates on Monday mornings knowing 
they would be wearing their party favors. These students spoke about feelings of 
embarrassment and discomfort. The conclusion of the researchers was that this practice 
“does hurt kids and affects their academic performance.” 
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This topic has been discussed in the past by the Middle School faculty, and at meetings 
involving all constituents of our school, including the building’s Shared Decision Making 
Committee and the Social and Emotional Learning Committee. Consensus was built, with  
some dissension, around the question: 
 

Why should the school support an activity 
which promotes an exclusionary and hurtful 
atmosphere for our students? 

 
The consensus: 
 

There is no rationale to allow this. The practice 
offends the vast majority who are excluded, 
disrupts the learning process for our students 
and draws undue attention to party guests 
rather than learning situations. 

 
The consensus describes behaviors which are 
now prohibited by the Dignity for All Students 
Act [DASA]. 

 
 
It is in this spirit that we are asking you to voluntarily encourage your children not to wear 
party favor apparel to school following weekend events. In doing so you will join us in 
making a collective statement that no one in our community will knowingly do something to 
hurt a fellow community member. 
 
We are hopeful that we can count on your support regarding this important issue and look 
forward to working in partnership with you as we take on similar important issues in the 
future.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Craig S. Johanson      
Principal            
 
CJ:MC 
 
 
 
 
 
 


